
Palm Sunday-B, March 25 & 26 2018 

 

TEXT:  Zechariah 9:9    
THEME:  REJOICE!  THE KING COMES FULFILLING PROPHECY 
 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of 
Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.   
 
Dear Fellow-Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
Imagine the president of the United States today entering a major 
city of our country by motorcade.  Security personnel are at the front 
of the procession, walking the route and riding in armored vehicles.  
At the rear of the procession is the president, sitting comfortably in a 
1971 Ford Pinto that belches black, oily smoke as it chugs along.  
Unrealistic, you say?  Of course you are right.  It is not a believable 
scenario because an important leader like the president would not 
travel in a jalopy like that.  Presidents travel in stretch limos 
equipped with the latest high tech gadgets. 
 
What a sight it was, then, when Jesus Christ, the King of kings, 
entered Jerusalem on a donkey on that first Palm Sunday.  Donkeys 
were not the means of transportation for royalty.  Horses 
were…white, gleaming steeds.  So why did Jesus make use of a 
donkey for his triumphant entry into Jerusalem?  For one thing, it 
fulfilled prophecy. 
 
Around 500 B.C., God had foretold through the prophet Zechariah 
that one day the Messiah would enter Jerusalem as a king “on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.”  When Jesus Christ made that kind of 
regal entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the evangelist 
Matthew observed that “this took place to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet” (21:4), and then he cited our text, Zechariah 
9:9. 
 



Palm Sunday-B, March 25 & 26 2018 

 

This was not the first time that Matthew connected the dots between 
Old Testament prophecy and Jesus’ life.  Repeatedly in his gospel, 
Matthew recorded Jesus’ words and actions, and then noted, “So 
was fulfilled what was said through the prophets” (2:23).  
Prophecy and fulfillment joined hands and embraced Jesus because 
he is God’s chosen One, the promised Savior. 
 
That meant Jesus would enter Jerusalem—just as it had been 
prophesied.  That meant Jesus would suffer at the hands of his 
enemies and be put to death—just as it had been prophesied.  That 
meant Jesus would rise from the dead—just as it had been 
prophesied.  These events of Holy Week and Easter Sunday are 
anything but haphazard incidents.  They are the result of God 
bringing to fruition what he had promised. 
 
And that says something about God, doesn’t it?  It says that God 
follows through on his word.  In fact, God has a perfect track record 
in acting on his words and promises.  The Old Testament seer 
Balaam offered this accurate observation about God:  “God is not a 
man, that he should lie, not a son of man, that he should 
change his mind.  Does he speak and then not act?  Does he 
promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19).  His questions expect 
and demand a resounding “NO!”  God speaks and acts; he promises 
and fulfills. 
 
God does all that for sinful human beings like you and me.  God 
speaks and acts so that sinners can enjoy forgiveness of sins.  As 
you stand roadside in Jerusalem in spirit and follow Jesus to the 
cross this week, marvel at the King who fulfilled prophecy—for you. 
 
Kings are not in the habit of giving up their lives for others, but Jesus 
did.  And he gave up his life not for loyal subjects but for lost, 
rebellious sinners.  That’s love.  That’s grace.  That’s amazing!  That 
is a message that brings peace to our troubled souls, this Holy 
Week and always.  Amen. 


